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see page 4

NYIBC Vice President Diane Hesse (left) and President Claire
Harding (right) surround Islanders GM Garth Snow, as he visits
the Booster Club at their October meeting. See page 4 for the
article.

NEXT MEETING - NOVEMBER
13th LONG ISLAND MAR-
RIOTT IN UNIONDALE 7:30
PM - CANNED FOOD NEEDED
FOR MARY BRENNAN INN -
SEE CHARITY INFO ON PAGE

3 THE NYIBC

INFORMATION ABOUT WORKS KIDS
TRIPS - CHECK page 8/9 OPENING DAY

see page 2
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A NOTE FROM THE EDITOR

Usually, you see the President’s message in this area. Claire’s note
will be provided below. However, | wanted to write a little about Cen-
ter Ice.

Over the next few months, I am going to try and make some chang-
es to the way that you see this newsletter in print. Jim DiStefano,
our editor for the past sixteen years, did a wonderful job creating
this. It took painstaking work and dedication, in order to make a
newsletter work. However, we are going to try and make some small
changes to how it looks.

I really like to get some feedback on what you think? Please send me
a note to my e-mail address, which is
webmaster@nyiboosterclub.org.

Also, | always look for people to give me articles, pictures, etc. You
can send me a note at the same e-mail address and let me know.

Thanks again, for your support in the club.

Gary

PRESIDENT’'S MESSAGE

We are just about one month into the Hockey Season and already so
much has taken place...

The home opener was the 14% and we celebrated with our traditional
tailgate party. For a change it wasn’t raining! About 20 fellow mem-
bers gathered in the parking lot and braved the traditional
“Hempstead Plains Wind”, despite trying to park our cars to form a
barrier. That wind just circled around, no matter what we did and it
was a real challenge to light the grill. We relaxed and chatted about
our hopes and expectations for the upcoming season while enjoying
the variety of food we brought. Besides the normal sandwiches and
hamburgers cooked on a grill, the biggest hit was the Hooters hot
wings, brought by the “Tripguy”. | appreciate all who made the effort
to attend.

As usual, the “Making Strides against Breast Cancer Walk” was the
morning following the home opener. Unfortunately, only four of us
walked this year, Donna Coughlin, Walter Telender, Gary & I. | am
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Special mention to Scott Coates who
redesigned the “shooting puck” logo now

happy and proud to report though, that we raised $1500 for this greatfeatured on our masthead.

cause.

The following Saturday, the 21st, was “Kids Home Opener Day” and
the lIsles asked us to help out. We again braved the wind, (what else
(continued on Page 7)
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Moving? Make Sure Center lIce goes with
you! Please notify the Membership Committee
of both your new and old addresses. Have an
e-mail address? Let us know that, too!

All Photos by.................. Gary Harding
(unless noted otherwise)

Thanks to Claire Harding, Dee Karl and
George Schutz for their contribututions in this
newsletter.
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CHARITIES CORNER

MEETING INFO

At our meeting on Monday, November 13th, we
will be having our annual FOOD DRIVE for the
MARY BRENNAN INN. Please bring non-perish-
able food only. Please give to this worthy cause.
There are a lot of people out there, who are in

need. WANTED

For the meeting on December 12t, we will be GROCERY COUPONS
collecting new READING BOOKS for ages 2 to 19

years old for Pat Lafontaine’s COMPANIONS IN WE WILL BE COLLECTING

ICOURAGE FOUNDATION. This will supply their
libraries and for the kids to enjoy some readiing AT EVERY GAME AND BOOSTER CLUB MEETING

time. ALL THE COUPONS WILL BE SENT TO THE USO
NOTE: THESE BOOKS ARE TO BE NEW. NO TO BE DISTRIBUTED TO VARIOUS BASES IN
USED BOOKS, PLEASE... NEW YORK/NEW JERSEY

50/50 DRAWINGS

Thanks again to all of you for your continuous

support!!!!

As with every Booster Club meeting, we will have a 50/50
Rose Muller and Jill Kozik drawing. The tickets cost $1.00 a piece, or 6 tickets for
NYIBC Charities Chairpeople $5.00. The winner receives 50% of the money, with the

ther 50% going to the club's charity funds.
NYIBC CHARITY PARTNERS
Please be generous, and make sure you take a chance to
win some money at each Booster Club meeting!

/ﬁ@;&\ INTERFAITH /\

O MPANIONS I NUTRITION NETWORK |\ N

GOURAGE
KiDS OPENING DAY

The Islanders hosted Kids Opening night on the 21st of October as the organization provided the kids with
interactive and fun things to do before the game. Sparky, as well some his mascot friends, Storm
(Bridgeport), Stormy (Carolina), Stinger (Columbus) and Sabretooth (Buffalo) were around to hang with
the kids.

The Booster Club was also represented at the affair, and helped the Islanders by raffling off a jersey
signed by the entire team. They also took in some kids memberships, putting them in a raffle to win a
Islanders autographed Rick DiPietro teddy bear. Congratulations to Ashley Marinello who won the bear.

35 YEARS AND STILL GROWING STRONG
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GARTH SNOW TELLS IT LIKE IT IS

By Dee Karl

I passed him in the lobby as he was sitting on the
edge of the couch, just waiting to start, looking ea-
ger but not tense. | wondered what the two women
who were escorting him to this meeting had told
him to expect, if anything. But as we passed him
and waved, he seemed to be looking at them and
saying “Can we go yet? Is it time?”

Within minutes he was sitting on the dais while the
members were still getting comfortable in their
seats. He listened quietly as the club business was
discussed. | watched as the occasional Oh!l-that’s-
what-they-do look crossed over his face. Then
once he was introduced, it was like a stallion out of
the gate in a race. He ran through his background
and personal history with lightening speed. You
want to know about Garth Snow’s playing career?
Read the back of one of his hockey cards. | couldn’t
write it that fast, and my digital recorder was not
cooperating with me.

The bits and pieces | did pick up were only the
words that peak my interest. He grew up in Massa-
chusetts but he’s NOT a Red Sox fan. (Good move
on the Island, Garth.) He went to school in a small
town of 500 people in Rhode Island. He spent five
years at the University of Maine, but only played for
two and a half of those. He was on Team USA for
the Olympics in Lillehammer, and was here, there
and elsewhere until 2001 when he became an Is-
lander.

When asked why he became a goalie as a kid he
said he liked the equipment and the idea of playing
the entire game. His mother, on the other hand,
cringed at the expense of that equipment. But as
all mothers do, we get our revenge. It just takes a
while.

Speaking of goalies, which we did a lot, the ques-
tions began to fly regarding Mike Dunham and
Wade Dubielewicz. Garth said he felt more confi-
dent having goalies with NHL experience, and that
adding Dunham was the right decision as he’s made
the organization that much better. Wade will be up
at some point, as they’re very happy with him.
Much later in the meeting, as people were becoming
comfortable with Garth’s genuine friendliness, one
of the members decided to ask about Rick DiPietro’s
15-year-contract. Actually, | shouldn’t say “ask”--
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it was more of a pointed editorial that spewed from
the back of the room. Snow sat back in his chair
and let the man rant. When he was done, the first
words out of Garth’s mouth were “God bless Ameri-
ca, where everyone’s entitled to their opinion.” This
drew loud laughter from the crowded room and
quickly diffused any heated debate that may have
erupted. He then went on to explain that the yearly
average of the $4.5 million dollar contract would
actually be a good deal for the club and perhaps
less lucrative for Ricky who wouldn’t be climbing
the financial ladder. “Shouldn’t you be happy to
have your top prospect for the rest of his career?
Actually, I’'m a little surprised in this forum that
someone wouldn’t be happy to have Rick for his
entire career.”

“What if he gets
hurt?” boomed from
behind me. "The con-
tract is insured for a
rolling six years.”
Now that’s an inter-
esting concept. |
didn’t realize they
could find a way to
have it insured that
way. This makes the
risk to the club AND Rick minimal.
his $4.5 million is off the cap.

If he is injured,
“But what if he
doesn’t turn into the goalie you expect him to be?”
There was no answer for this question. Why not
ask “What if your daughter doesn’t grow up pretty.”
All you should get is the RCA dog response or the
human equivalent of What??? It has no finite an-

swer, except everyone believes he will. Snow’s

opinion of the deal: no harm, no foul.

Let’s stick to the goalie questions, shall we? When
asked about his notoriously maligned “oversized
pads,” he was quick to answer. “l never broke a
rule. My shoulders were pretty big and they never
had rules. You look for the advantage to win, and
THAT’S the bottom line.”

“What Goaltender did you look up to?” A smile
came over his face. “Ron Hextall,” he answered,
and then proceeded to tell the story of a game dur-
ing his first year in Philly. His mother came to see
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him play and was in the ‘wives’ room.” When she
was introduced to Ron Hextall, she couldn’t help but
tell him all about Garth’s idol worship of him, includ-
ing the posters that were hanging in his bedroom.
“It wouldn’t have been so bad, but | was 25 at the
time, and | hadn’t lived in my house in years.
When the rest of the guys heard about this, it was a
tough pill to swallow in the dressing room.”

See? Mothers always get their revenge. Remember
that.

When asked whether he missed playing, Garth had
some interesting insight that most of us have prob-
ably never heard.

“Do you have flashbacks of pucks rushing past your
head?” asked an amateur goalie in the crowd. “The
ones that went in the net or the ones that missed
it?” Good answer Garth! He said when a puck goes
by you at 100 miles per hour, you can smell the
burning rubber. He said he could never understand
it, and... he doesn’t miss it. Oddly, he said he did
enjoy the ones that hit him square in the chest, no
matter how fast they were because they made him
more confident. Sure, the pain would kick in after
the game, but that’s all part of it.

On the Islander Alumni situation: When asked
if Pat LaFontaine was still an advisor of any sort,
Garth answered that he didn’t know and he hasn’t
seen him around at all. “Charles wants to bring back
the history.” There’s even an Alumni box set aside
so they can attend every game. “You want them
around. They’re winners! You put yourself next to
a winner and you hope it brushes off on you.”

On future prospects Tambellini, O’Marra and
Bergenheim: “Tambellini is in Bridgeport. He
made the trip (for preseason) but we felt it was bet-
ter for him to play 15 — 20 minutes a game for his
development. O’Marra is in juniors. We expect him
to make the team next September.” (I believe that
would be the BRIDGEPORT team.) When asked if
we’d see Nilsson or Nokie any time soon, he replied
“Injuries happen.” But the organization believes it’s
better for young players to make their mistakes in
Bridgeport and the AHL. He then went on to discuss
the very delicate subject of fan favorite Sean Ber-
genheim. You can tell he’s covered this ground
more than a few times in the last few weeks.

“When you come to training camp, there are no
freebies. You come and EARN a spot. You had to
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work hard. You chose guys that work the hardest.
We love Trent Hunter, he finishes every check, he
cares deeply, we love having him here. But the
policy has been here and respected, you miss the
first day and you're out for the season and we
agreed. 58 came to camp. It was hard work for 10
days going through the grind or staying here (at
Iceworks). It sends the wrong message to other
players [if he was allowed to come back.] | don’t
think it’s fair to the other players. Sean was offered
a very fair guaranteed spot on the team for some-
one who hasn’t played a ton of games. And last
time | checked, $500,000 is a LOT of money. And
we gave that money to Richard Park. Bergie, we
want here next year. And the bonus, we keep him
an extra year. He got bad advice. He’ll develop
this year in Europe, and we hold his rights for an-
other year. | don’t know what his agent was telling
him, but he made promises he couldn’t keep. We
offered him a generous contract to be on our team.”

The only thing he should have added was “Period.

End of sentence.” Well... okay then. I’ll hold on to
that Bergenheim Katrina Relief Game Issued jersey
that my husband won in the NHL auction last year.

On becoming GM: “lI was more surprised than
anyone.” Queue laugh track here. “l had surgery
in May and | knew | wasn’'t ready for training
camp.” He said his relationship with the other team
GMs has been great, “Except for the Rangers. |
don’'t know why.” Garth was practicing for his next
incarnation: Stand-up comedian. He did say that
the other teams attempted to take advantage of the
situation the first few weeks and “tried to pick our
pockets” regarding talent.

With the amount of bad press surrounding the GM
change after Neil Smith, Garth said he rarely lis-
tened. “l definitely know what motivates me. Did I
listen to those who said | couldn’t play Division 1?
I'll do what | have to do, you have to win. Bobby
Clarke had been there for 20 years. So, what can |
do to make it better?” You can tell that trying to
come up with ideas to make it better is always run-
ning through his mind. But you have to wonder
how this family man feels about the instability of
this type of position. The saving grace is the
amount of loyalty Charles Wang has for his employ-
ees that do right by him. Garth’s biggest challenge
as newly named GM occurred during the first two
weeks, filling out the roster, a lack of scouts, new
staffing, stacks of resumes, capologists and lawyers
to deal with CBA issues. A lot to learn in a short
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time for any one. But the really hard part was sit-
ting in the press box watching the first game and
“knowing | had no control.”

That’s when the idea of being removed from the
game must really have come to light for Snow. The
distance from the ice to the press box is enormous,
and the reality of being the new GM must have hit
home hard.

Garth’s first GM meeting will take place in Novem-
ber. | heard on the radio that they will be covering
the shoot out and any rule changes to it that may
be discussed. | asked if he was going to add any-
thing to this discussion. “It’'s my first meeting, |
won’t say much.” The crowd laughed again as he
continued to win them over. “The game is fine. |
always thought the shoot out was great for the
game. You get a chance to show the skill level of a
Miro Satan or to watch Rick make great saves. It
doesn’t have to go to five rounds. 1 like it the way
itis.”

Garth’s thoughts on the current team and how
they’ve played so far:

“The team isn’t gelling yet. They’re getting their
chemistry. There’s a seven-minute lapse in the
game when they’re all over the map, they’re not
cohesive. But for 53 minutes, we look awesome. If
we play right, we win and not give a point away.
We have to get running on all cylinders to win the
Stanley Cup. Our work ethic is second to none,
which Nolan instilled from day one.” (You just gotta
love Teddy! You do.) He went on to say that the
additions that were made have lent a lot of tough
ness to the team, which was needed considering
that the pundits did nothing but comment last sea-
son that the Islanders were “small and weak”. (I
still love you Bucci, | just hated that you were
right.) Garth went on to say “When Jason Blake
looks over and sees these guys on the ice, even
he’s a foot taller.”

“Sillinger has played well. He was a little slowed by
a quad injury in Yarmouth, but he’s been great for
us. Yashin has played great; he has chemistry with
Victor Kozlov. He’s a man possessed this year.
Ted’s been shifting his lines, and he’s still putting up
points. He’s been on fire since game 1. New coach,
new teammates, new GM.” A smile lit up his face.

35 YEARS AND STILL GROWING STRONG
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Maybe the fact that this man was actually ON this
team for so long makes him a better candidate for
this position than anyone else. Maybe he will see
things not only from a business perspective, but
from a team perspective as well. You can feel his
passion for the game, even as quiet as he is. His
tone is silk, his mannerisms gentile. This is a man
who can be at ease in any situation. If | didn’t
know he had been a hockey player, | would have
thought for sure he held a high rank in the military.
He just seems to exude quiet control.

He believes the team is in fine shape regarding the
salary cap which is at $44 million. Last he checked,
they were at $42 million, but the number changes
on a daily basis depending on the health of players
and their ability to play. It's a strange concept, but
one he’s becoming more and more familiar with.
Just another learning curve, one I'm sure Garth will
master quickly.

After listening to this man for an hour, | now feel
bad that | doubted him that day his ascension from
ice to front office was announced. Panic hit the
boards as more than 100 people chatted wildly for
hours over the news. | no longer have any fears or
doubts. Let the snooty Canadian press make snide
remarks if they wish. The Islanders organization
will prevail and so will the fan base. I'm guessing,
and it's just women’s intuition, that Garth Snow is
going to end up as more than just a footnote in
hockey history.

I live by a credo that | heard a few years ago.
CHANGE just stands for “Choose having a new
growth experience.” It's the Islanders’ turn now,
and CHANGE is good.

Editors Note: Garth
had such a good
time, that he even
joined the club.
Thanks Garth for a
great evening!
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NYIBC OPENING NIGHT
GROUP OUTING

DATE: NOVEMBER 25th
OPPONENT: WASHINGTON CAPS
GAME TIME: 7:00 PM

The NYIBC is having another
group outing. We have decided
to pay tribute to Bob Bourne by
purchasing tickets for his night,
on November 25th, as the Isles
take on the Capitals.

As always, tickets are provided
on a first paid-first served basis.
For further information, please
contact George Schutz via e-mail at
tripguytoo@optonline.net. If you do not have
e-mail, call the hotline.

Please send checks payable to the NYIBC, and send
to the following address:

George Schutz
14 Sterling Place
Malverne, NY 11565

Please make sure to get this to George as soon as
possible, as we will have to get the information to
the Islanders in the early part of November.

PRESIDENT’S MESSAGE (continued...)

is new), and set up a table amongst the many
games and activities available for the kids. We
helped raffle an autographed jersey, compliments
of LIPA and the Isles. As incentive to get kids to
join the club, any child or teen that joined the
Booster Club that day, was entered into a raffle for
an autographed Rick DiPietro bear. We made some
new friends and got some new members, which
made the day a success. Congratulation to Ashley
Marinello, she was the winner of the bear. Thanks
to George & Mary Schutz and Ron & Ariana Kind
and John D’Errico, as well as Gary for stepping up
and helping out.

Our first meeting of the season was Monday, the
23rd with Garth Snow as our first guest. Adding to
the excitement was the crew from Islanders TV
who taped our meeting for the website. Garth ar-
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rived early and was a very enjoyable guest. He field-
ed all of our questions, answering them candidly and
honestly. Garth is now a card carrying member of
the Booster Club; number 30, no less. He paid his
$20, just like the rest of us. Way to go Garth!

Prior to the season starting, | was called to a meeting
with Mike Milbury. He asked how he could help the
Booster Club. By the time | came out of the meeting,
I was overwhelmed. The Booster Club will be work-
ing with the Islanders with some of their “kids” pro-
grams, the link from the Islanders website to our
website will be restored and we will be featured at
times on their website. In the near future, | will be
making a PSA that will be shown at games, telling
people about the Booster Club. Finally, we will get the
publicity that we have been begging for, for years. |
have already received emails and met the guys who
run the website and Islanders TV, offering help. The
club will also have the opportunity to vote for the
Bobby Nystrom award winner that will be presented
at an afternoon game in March and will be host a re-
ception following the game. Hopefully, schedules
permitting, we will be able to have a Pizza Party, pri-
marily for the kids in our club, in January, to be at-
tended by some of the players.

The cooperation of the Islanders is certainly there this
season. However, everyone must remember that the
players have many commitments on their days off
and their time is limited. Every attempt will be made
to comply with our requests, but there is no guaran-
tee. Be assured that | will try my best to make your
experience as a Booster Club member positive and
worthwhile.

I encourage everyone to participate in the many ac-
tivities that we plan throughout the season and sum-
mer. The members of our board spend countless
hours in an effort to make this club successful and
most of all, support the team we love. We all have
jobs and families, but we make the time to keep the
Booster Club running as smoothly as possible.
Whether it be, attending meetings, going on trips or
participating in the many charity programs or even
attending the Duck games we organize in the sum-
mer, the opportunity is there for you as members.
You get out of the club, what you put in it...it's up to
you.

LET'S GO ISLANDERS !

Clire

35 YEARS AND STILL GROWING STRONG
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NYIBG 2006-2007 TRIP SGHEDULE

Pittsburgh  Saturday December 2 @ 7:30 PM
Overnight at the Sheraton Station Square
Tickets in the c section
Sgl $290 Dol $220 Trp $200 Quad $190

Carolina Saturday January 6 @ 7:00 PM
@ Overnight at the Embassy Suites
' Tickets tentatively in the club level
Sgl $305 Dol $245 Trp $225 Quad $195
Boston Saturday February 10 @ 7:00 PM
Overnight stay Location to be announced

Please check for Updates
Pricing Announced Soon!

Washington DC Saturday March 3 @ 7:00PM
We will be staying Overnight

8 3

Please Check For Updates

Pricing Announced Soon!
N Philadelphia Saturday February 24 @ 1:00 PM
{ .\‘ This Wil Be A Day Trip
F A j Ticket Location Not Established
= Pricing Announced Soon!

We have designed a rebate program, for our members, which is based on the amount of
people that go on our trips. Last year we enjoyed large groups, so the prices reduced on
all trips. Our trips are based on 30 people attending, so if we exceed that the price of
the trip reduces as we reach 35, 40 etc. This comes from splitting the bus fare and
sometimes on ticket discounts for higher amounts. We will either reduce the price before
the final payment, or you will get a cash rebate on the bus. So come and join us cheer
for our team on foreign soil and explore some wonderful places! Don’t hesitate get that
deposit in now, trips have been selling out!!!!

The Pittsburgh trip is on life support. | have 18 today and if | can get 6 more we will go
as long as all are willing to pay $20 more to cover the bus cost. Of course is we crawl
back up to 30, the price will go down again. The prices will be as follows:

Single $310; Double $240; Triple $220; Quad $210

If you would like to go and help us get this trip on the road, please Email me and let me
know, and I will instruct on payment.

For more info Email me nyibctripguy@aol.com

Thanks, Ron Kind (the Trip Guy)
35 YEARS AND STILL GROWING STRONG
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New York Islanders Booster Club Trip Application

The following trips are planned for the 2006-2007 season

Pittsburgh December 2
Carolina January 6
Boston February 10
Washington March 3
Philadelphia March 24

IMPORTANT PLEASE READ:

All who wish to attend must be Booster Club members

A non refundable, non transferable deposit of $50 or $100 is required per person per trip at the time the
pplication is handed in.

More info on the total cost of the trip and departure time will be forthcoming

Tickets are on a first come first serve basis and are limited, so send your applications in
[to Ronnie Kind aka NYIBCTripguy@aol.com at the address in the Email.

We have the right to refuse for prior misconduct

Name: Member #
Destination: Deposit:

Room: Single Double  Triple Quad

Type of Bed: King ~ Twin Other

Roommates if applicable 1.

2. 3.

Check One: Non-Smoking Room Smoking Room

For additional info send Email to: NYIBCTripGuy@aol.com




CENTER ICE VOL. 35-1

PAGE 10

NYIBG MEMBERSHIP INGENTIVE
CONTEST

This summer, the NYIBC had a membership drive contest. We were looking to get our membership going
early this season. So we decided, with the help of the Islanders, to make an incentive to join this season.
We put everyone that joined the club before October 1st into a drawing. The first prize was four (4) tickets
to an Islanders game with the second prize being two (2) tickets to a game.

We would like to congratulate the winners of the contest.

<--m-- 1st Place

- Jason Brozek

2nd Place Bruce Burns---->

35 YEARS AND STILL GROWING STRONG
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NYIBG CALENDAR AND MEETING INFO
NOVEMBER 2006

v 3

S M S
1 2@ NEW 3 4
JERSEY ATLANTA
5 HAPPY 8 9 @ PHILLY 10 11
B’DAY 79
13 NYIBC 15 @ DAL- 16 17 @ TAM- 18 @
MEETING LAS PA FLORIDA
19 20 @ 21 22 23 24 PITTS- 25 WASH-
TORONTO CAROLINA BURGH INGTON
26 27 28 @ 29 30
PITTS- PHILLY
BURGH

2006-2007 General Membership Meetings
- MONDAY, NOVEMBER 13th, 2006
- TUESDAY, DECEMBER 12th, 2006

- All meetings will be in the downstairs ampitheater at the Marriott across from the
Coliseum. Call the Hotline or visit the website for up-to-the minute details about meeting
locations.

- Meetings start at 7:30PM.

- The Booster Club Table at the Nassau Coliseum is located by Gate 3, and is open
approximately one hour before the start of every home game. The booth will close 10
minutes before game time, and will reopen between periods

35 YEARS AND STILL GROWING STRONG



HOW T0 CONTAGY THE NYI BOOSTER GLUB??7?

By Phone: (631) 547-6942
By E-mail: webmaster@nyiboosterclub.org

For the latest information on the Booster Club, please visit our website:
www. nyiboosierclub org
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NEW YORK ISLANDERS BOOSTER CLUB
P.0. BOX 502
HICKSVILLE, NY 11802-0502



